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SUBJECT: SPANISH NEGOTIATIONS - CONGRESSIONAL 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM MCCLOSKEY 

1. ON OCTOBER 23, 1 APPEARED BEFORE THE EUROPEAN SUB- 
COMMITTEE OF THE SFRC AT ITS REQUEST TO BRIEF ON THE STATUS 
OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. SYMINGTON CHAIRED IN PLACE OF 
SPARKMAN; ALSO PRESENT WERE CASE, JAVITS AND CLARK. CLARK 
AND CASE EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE TRANSITION FOLLOWING 
FRANCO S DEATH AND THE POSSIBLE NEGATIVE EFFECTS ON OUR 
BASE STRUCTURE AND BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. ALL WERE 
PLEASED THAT WE PLAN TO SUBMIT THE AGREEMENT TO CONGRESS 
FOR ITS FORMAL APPROVAL. PREDICTABLY, CLARK RECOMMENDED 
THAT IT BE IN TREATY FORM. CASE SUGGESTED PERHAPS A JOINT 
RESOLUTION WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO AVOID GIVING MORE 
IMPORTANCE TO THE SECURITY ASPECTS OF THE AGREEMENT THAN 
WARRANTED. JAVITS WAS HELPFUL AND PELL SUBMITTED A SERIES 
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WELL ENOUGH AND WILL PROVIDE A GOOD BASE OF UNDERSTANDING 
IN THE COMMITTEE WHICH WE CAN BUILD UPON IN THE FUTURE. 

2. CLEARLY. OUR EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO SUBMIT THE 
AGREEMENT FOR FORMAL CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL BLUNTED THE 
EDGE OF POTENTIAL CRITICISM. JAVITS RAISED SOME QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE COMBINED STAFF WHICH WE THINK WE CAN SATISFY BY 
PROVIDING GREATER INSIGHT INTO ITS LIMITED SCOPE. AS YOU 
WILL NOTE, SOME OF THE MORE CRITICAL SENATORS (SUCH AS 
KENNEDY, CHURCH AND STEVENSON) WERE NOT PRESENT. I WILL 
TAKE THE INITIATIVE AND CALL ON THEM IN THE WEEKS AHEAD. 

3. CLARK, IN PARTICULAR, WAS VERY PLEASED WHEN I WAS ABLE 
TO TELL HIM THAT WE HAD MADE OVERTURES TO THE GOS ON THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE AND THAT YOU ARE MEETING WITH MODERATE 
OPPOSITION ELEMENTS. 

4. DESPITE SOME RECENT PRESS STORIES AND THE ABOVE HEARING, 
INTEREST IN THE SPANISH BASES REMAINS AT A LOW LEVEL. I 
EXPECT THAT TO PICK UP AFTER WE PRESENT THE FULL PACKAGE. 
INCIDENTALLY, ALBA CALLED TO INQUIRE ABOUT THE HEARING. 

WE GAVE HIM SOME OF THE ABOVE FLAVOR. INGERSOLL 
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